style. The findings are presented in 11 chapters. The scope of the report ranges from seismological and geodetic observations to engineering aspects of both shaking and tsunami inundation. The focus is on early 2005 observations of impact on Indian population and territories and Indian data sources, giving a limited perspective of the event.
The source parameters of the event are summarized in Chapter 2. The references are sparse and results are preliminary, now superseded in published works. Examples of high-quality broadband seismic recordings from the Indian mainland are shown, and used in estimating the seismic moment of the earthquake. The insular approach of the Indian government is manifested here, as no use is made of vast quantities of openly available international data to determine the source parameters of the rupture. This is problematic, given that the primary seismic radiation involved rupture propagating toward the Indian mainland. The seismograms in India thus have energy piled up, leading to the mistake of treating the source as a point-source. This effect of rupture directivity can only be recognized and accounted for using azimuthally distributed data, at odds with the approach of this report. Little useful characterization of the source process is achieved. More useful is the tabulation of peak ground motions at large (>1600 kilometer) distances.
Regional tectonics are considered in Chapter 3. Some curious choices distract, such as showing east-west seismicity cross sections for regions where the convergence is toward the northeast, but the general information is reasonable. Rather brief summaries of the tsunami runup survey results (Chapter 4) and macroseismic surveys (Chapter 5) prove interesting. Tables of tsunami runup measurements and 29 color plates of the Intensity VIII impacts convey the power of the event.
The first month of aftershock activity detected by regional seismic stations and 18 portable stations deployed after the earthquake is documented in Chapter 6. No foreshock activity occurred. Unfortunately, no close-in strong-motion recordings were obtained for the main shock, and the brief discussion of strong ground motions in Chapter 7 is limited to a handful of aftershocks.
Chapter 8 is meatier, describing engineering aspects of the affected regions in the Andaman-Nicobar Islands and on the Indian mainland. The lack of earthquakeresistant design and construction being practiced in the Islands is noted, and concern is expressed about violations of the Coastal Regulation Zone, exposing structures to tsunami hazard. The information in this chapter can guide the assessment of other regions with exposure to tsunami hazard.
Chapter 9 summarizes ground deformation in the Andaman-Nicobar Islands. GPS measurements and tidal observations are tabulated, providing useful primary data for modeling of coseismic slip on the thrust fault. Subsequent use has been made of these observations. Additional data collection efforts are noted in Chapter 10, and general findings of the report are summarized in Chapter 11. This book, a quick read, provides a synoptic early summary of the earthquake and tsunami phenomena from the parochial view of India. It provides a summary perspective of the types of geophysical and engineering assessments that follow large earthquakes. As a scientific source, the work falls short, lacking integration of knowledge or specific insight into the event. Perhaps this is unavoidable given the preliminary nature of the report, but it is clear that an insular approach to characterizing and understanding earthquakes is fundamentally flawed; much more can be learned by international cooperation and providing real-time, open access to geophysical data sets. I hope the Indian government can now see the value of moving in this direction for the future. Memoir 64, Geological Society of India; ISBN 81-85867-70-4; 144 pp.; 2005; $XX 
